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Kenny Hunter
A new public work
2012

Dimensions : 80 x 80 x 237 cm
Material : Iron

Throughout the world there are many stories of Monsters and Giants, generally they are ‘outcasts’
condemned to exist in remote or barren places. Scotland has an empathy with this tradition; as
much of its history has been defined by characters and events marked by sacrifice and exile, such
as William Wallace, Bonnie Prince Charlie and the Highland Clearances.
‘The Unknown’ overlooks the Strathnaver and Borgie Glens, the site of one of the most infamous
and traumatic clearances in Scottish History. In this area you can also find the remains of Neolithic
chambered cairns, Bronze Age forts, round houses and Iron Age brochs.
Beyond this tangible human history there are numerous supernatural local stories that are also
indivisible from the landscape, featuring Ghosts, Monsters, Shape Shifters and Giants. Particularily
relevant to this project is a widely known legend of two Giants who threw boulders at one another
from Skerray to Bettyhill.
This type of oral tradition is a continuing part of Highland Culture – ‘The Unknown’ has been
conceived in response to it. Collectively, the history, geography and current use of this area will
affect the reading of this artwork in its context, making evident the relationship between nature
and human activity.
As ‘The Unknown’ is physically distant from the major population centres of Scotland, the journey
undertaken to see it will form an important part of how it is understood. The history of the location,
the sculpture and the journey of the visitor together define this artwork.

Ascending the hill, you become aware of your own breath, of quietness, bird song, rain,
sunshine, insects - or the particular conditions of the day. As the climb opens up your
senses to your own physicality within the landscape, you will begin to anticipate your
encounter with ‘The Unknown’.
‘The Unknown’ defies the conventions of public art, being both ambiguous and remote. Yet still
reminding us of what is now and what has always been.
Kenny Hunter 2012

Timespan museum and arts centre provides a hub for contemporary art projects across Sutherland,
and is pleased to have been able to support Scottish sculptor Kenny Hunter to achieve this major
work. Best known for his works in city centres across the UK and Europe, this is his first landscape
work.
For further information on the artist, the project and the history of the local area, please go to the
following websites:
www.timespan.org.uk/kenny-hunter
www.forestry.gov.uk
www.strathnavermuseum.org.uk
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