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Figure 3 'Fed on Bubonic Plague Microbes by Phelan's Board of Health', San 

Francisco Call, 8 March 1900 
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trouble was brewing as the legitimisation of protective measures was now effectively 

removed from diagnostic procedures. Medical understandings had been 

subordinated to the motivations of political manoeuvres to discourage other US 

states from announcing an embargo against California. Kinyoun saw the danger of 

quarantine practices to be primarily motivated by commercial reasoning rather than 

reliable scientific expertise. Reminiscent of nineteenth-century accusations against 

anti-contagionists as supposed mouthpieces of commercial interest, Kinyoun once 

again saw his own position to have been dedication to apolitical science; a stance 

which had been tragically misunderstood.66 

By June 1900, Kinyoun had become the favoured target of public campaigns against 

the alleged existence of plague. This was for two critical reasons. First, his 

interference with political matters of the city was a public example of federal intrusion 

into state politics. From a legal point of view, it is true that Kinyoun was operating in 

a grey area: the federal law permitted Kinyoun to regulate only inter-state matters. 

He was supposed to advise on necessary measures to stop pathogens from 

crossing state borders within the US, but its intra-state jurisdiction was less clear. 

How this regulation and federal authority was to be applied within a local context was 

left deliberately vague and relied on cooperation and mutual understanding between 

states. His contribution was supposed to be guided by reliable scientific expertise. 

But more importantly for the authors and caricaturists at The Call, Kinyoun was the 

federal bacteriologist who came to symbolise the entirety of his profession: he was 

the local figure-head of the new international science of bacteriology which searched 

                                                       
66 Kinyoun, Letter, dated June 21, 1901, Kinyoun Papers, MS C 464, History of Medicine Division, 

National Library of Medicine, 7.   


























