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.. the proper objective of participation is
to ensure ‘transformation’ of existing
development practice and, more
radically, the social relations,
institutional practices and capacity gaps
which cause social exclusion. (Hickey and
Mohan 2004: 13)

Interests of participation
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Means/end

to enable people
to make their own
decisions, work
out what to do
and take action

to be able to
decide and act
for themselves

both as means
and an end, a
continuing
dynamic

(White 1996: 7; Cornwall 2008: 273)

What can we learn about transformative
participation by having conversations
between Tamil Nadu, India and Scotland,
UK?
1. The governance framework for
participation
2. How we ‘do’ participation
3. Child-adult relations in cultural contexts

The governance framework for
participation
Tamil Nadu, India

Scotland, UK

• no strong commitment
from the central state
• strong civil society
• progressive approach to
children and young
people

• strong commitment from
the Scottish Government
• active voluntary sector
promoting children and
young people’s
participation; voluntary
organisations tend to be
for not of children
• rhetoric of children and
young people’s
participation but apolitical

How we ‘do’ participation
Tamil Nadu, India (example)
• Children sangam
organise a Convention
day
• cultural programme (rally,
drama, puppet show)
• limitation of the process:
space for children, young
people and adults but no
intergenerational
dialogue

Scotland, UK (example)
• adult invitation into invited
‘spaces’
• core work with children
and young people arms
length.
• focus groups,
‘participatory’ methods
• a move away solely from
the written word
• some dialogue directly
between children and
young people and the
powers that be, feedback

Child-adult relations in cultural contexts
Tamil Nadu, India (example)

Scotland, UK (example)

Parent’s meetings

• Groups solely of children and
young people, except adult
supporters aid communication

•
•
•

Understand the functioning of
children sangams
Receive trainings
Change vision on their children

Positive changes in behaviours
and attitudes of mothers:
•
•
•

Reduce domestic violence
Respect gender equality
Increase parental support

• Parents separately consulted

• Children and young people as
‘autonomous agents’, in their
own civic participation
‘trajectory’?

Concluding thoughts – concepts/ theory
• Thinking about ‘spaces’ of participation,
combining ideas of physical and
geographical with time and change, social
relations
• Is transformative participation more than
empowerment? If so …
• More ‘testing’ ideas – conflict; ‘negative’
participation; control

Concluding thoughts – practice(s)
• Strategies in context – mapping out
governance, relations, networks
• Looking critically at how we ‘do’
participation – e.g. claims for participatory
methods
• Long-term intergenerational dialogue
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